
 

 FoSH47, 8 Oct 2021 

MINUTES of the FORTY SEVENTH MEETING 

Friends of Seafield House Committee 

 
held outdoors on 

Friday 8 October 2021 at 3pm* 
 

The meeting was followed by FoSH 2nd Seafield House site visit  
conducted by Robin Ghosh & Derek Shennan, Econstruct Estates Seafield & 

Econstruct DB 

 
*47th meeting originally scheduled for 16 April 2020 was postponed owing to Covid-19 

 

PRESENT 

Patrick Lorimer (PL), Chair 

Lianne Hackett (LH), Secretary & Acting Treasurer 

Rob Close (RC), Committee Member 

Kirsty Menzies (KM), Committee Member (Website & Social Media) 

Sheila Penny (SP), Committee Member 

 

and in attendance: 

Michael Hitchon (MH), President Kyle & Carrick Civic Society 

 

APOLOGIES 

Fiona Walker (FW), Vice Chair 

Jean McClure (JMcC) Committee Member 

Brian Williamson (BW), Committee Member 

 

FORMALITIES 

 

1.0 Welcome 

1.1 Patrick Lorimer welcomed those present and extended a welcome to Michael Hitchon, 

President, KCCS. Apologies were received from Fiona Walker, Jean McClure & Brian 

Williamson.  

 

2.0 Date of Next Meeting 

2.1This was agreed as Friday 21 January 2022, 3pm. LH to ask Robin Ghosh if the meeting 

can be held in Seafield House. 

 

3.0 Minutes of Last Meeting 

3.1 The minutes were approved. Proposed SP & seconded KM. 

 

4.0 Matters Arising 

4.1.Action Points: LH made a further apology that she has still to write to Professor 

McGuigan at Heriot Watt University proposing a date for our visit to the Arrol Collection at 

the ICE Scotland Museum. LH to write asking if there is an event planned that FoSH 
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Committee Members could attend, as happened at the unveiling of the Arrol Riveting 

Machine addition to the museum collection, which FW, KM & LH had attended.[4.1] 

4.2. LH further apologised that she had not yet produced a summary note of approval 

dates & detail of consent approvals & conditions. She will now do this. [4.4] 

 

 

5.0 DOORS OPEN DAY 

5.1 KM reported on the number of online visitors this year, saying that they were not 

in the order of last year (474 in 2020 and 18 in 2021), but that this was understandable 

given Scottish Civic Trust (SCT)’s focus in DoD 2021 on buildings that were open to 

the public. She thanked MH for including Seafield House again this year. MH said 

that he was delighted that SH was included and that numbers could be greater by the 

end of the month as entries would be visible until the end of October and that SCT 

may retain the 2021 DoD entries beyond that. [N.B DoD website still live 1 Nov 2021 

https://www.doorsopendays.org.uk/places/ayrshire/ayr-seafield-house/ ] 

 

 

6.0 Update on FoSH Exhibition at Rozelle House 

6.1 LH summarised the meeting held the previous day with Pamela McIntyre (PMcI), 

South Ayrshire Council’s Project Development Officer, Culture, Museums & 

Galleries and said that she would circulate the note that she had made of the meeting 

once agreed with PMcI on her return from annual leave. FoSH had proposed holding 

the exhibition – held over from an agreed opening date of May 2020 that was 

cancelled owing to Covid-19 Rozelle House closure - in February 2022. However, 

PMcI confirmed that the earliest date would be March, given the planned length of 

run for the current Joan Eardley exhibition. Possible dates of 5 March to 24 April 

were discussed with Rozelle House Gallery 1 still the planned venue. PMcI will 

confirm on her return from leave once the Rozelle programme for 2022 is agreed by 

Laura Kerr, the Council’s Cultural Co-ordinator.  

6.2 KM suggested we consider making through SAC Museums a request to loan the 

silver caskets presented to Sir William Arrol (SWA) on being granted the freedom of 

the burgh of Ayr & city of Dundee. She suggested a request should also be made 

through SAC Museums for paintings formerly owned by SWA and now held in 

Paisley Museums. The complication with regard to Paisley Museum requests is the 

current closure for refurbishments. 

 

SEAFIELD HOUSE 

 

7.0 Update on Econstruct/WPH Submission of Planning Application 

7.1 LH reported briefly on correspondence with NHS Ayrshire & Arran (NHSAA) 

Board Chair, Mrs Lesley Bowie on poor state of the SH lodge house and dangerous 

state of the redundant bus shelter. The correspondence is focused on maintenance and 

the transfer of the redundant shelter to econstruct.  

 
ADMINISTRATION 

8.0 Financial Report  

8.1 LH tabled the accounts, which show account at £327.41 having made one 

expenditure of £8.38 on headed FoSH notepaper to keep active the account. 

  

. 



 

 FoSH47, 8 Oct 2021 

9.0 VISITS 

9.1 KM suggested an addition to the FoSH walk along the Arrol Bridges Trail**, 

being a visit to the Peoples Palace to see the Arrol bust on display there. This agreed. 

KM said that a plus to the delay in making the Arrol Bridges Trail is that we will see 

the Caledonian Bridge as renovated. All agreed for Spring 2022, with dates TBC. 

9.2  LH to make arrangements for our three pending visits: 

1. Heriot Watt University – LH to ask HWU if there is a forthcoming event at ICE 

Scotland in Spring 2022 that FoSH Committee Members could attend  

2. The Arrol Bridges Trail – this agreed now for Spring 2022. KM will lead 

3. The visit of Elspeth Wills & Briggers inc Frank Hay to Seafield House – this with 

RG OK, date TBC March 2022. LH  & KM are in touch with Elspeth and Briggers 

colleague Frank Hay. 

4. The Arrol Works at Dalmarnock – date TBC. LH to try to re-establish contact 

 

**Arrol Bridges in Glasgow, trail created by KM 

 

10.0 CORRESPONDENCE 

10.1 There was no correspondence to report other than with NHSAA 

 

 

 

10. AOCB 

10.1 There was no AOCB. 

 

 

 

The meeting closed at 3.30pm and was followed by the 2nd FoSH Seafield House 

site visit. 

 

 

 

Action Points: 
2.1 LH to ask RG if 48th meeting can be held in SH 

4.1.LH to write to Professor McGuigan at Heriot Watt University asking if there is an event 

planned at the ICE Scotland Museum that FoSH Committee Members could attend. 

4.2. LH to produce a summary note of approval dates & detail of consent approvals & 

conditions for SH development. 

6.1 LH to circulate the note that she had made of the meeting with Pamela McIntyre 

on FoSH exhibition at Rozelle House once note is agreed with PMcI on her return 

from annual leave 
 

 


