
 FoSH44, 7 Nov 2019 

MINUTES of the FORTY FOURTH MEETING 

Friends of Seafield House Committee 

 
Thursday 7 November 2019, 10.30am  

Savoy Park Hotel, 16 Racecourse Road, Ayr KA7 2UT  

 

PRESENT 

Patrick Lorimer (PL), Chair 

Fiona Walker (FW), Vice Chair 

Lianne Hackett (LH), Secretary & Acting Treasurer 

Rob Close (RC), Committee Member 

Kirsty Menzies (KM), Committee Member (Website & Social Media) 

Jean McClure (JMcC) Committee Member 

Sheila Penny (SP), Committee Member 

 

+ Robin Ghosh (RG), Econstruct Estates Seafield Ltd  

 

APOLOGIES 

Brian Williamson (BW), Committee Member 

 

FORMALITIES 

 

1.0 Welcome 

1.1 Patrick Lorimer welcomed those present. Apologies were received from Brian 

Williamson.  

 

2.0 Date of Next Meeting 

2.1This was agreed as Thursday 28 November 2019, 2.30pm at Savoy Park Hotel. LH to book 

table in the Lounge for meeting over tea/coffee. The later time is to accommodate attendance 

on the day. 

 

3.0 Minutes of Last Meeting 

3.1 The minutes were approved. KM proposed and RC seconded. 

 

4.0 Matters Arising 

4.1.LH said that she had not yet written to Professor McGuigan at Heriot Watt University 

proposing a date for our visit to the Arrol Collection at the ICE Scotland Museum, due to 

illness. She suggested we now propose a date in March. This agreed. Wednesday will be 

given as our preferred day. LH to add a new heading “Visits” to our Agenda. This to include 

visits to Glasgow for a group walk on the Arrol Bridges Trail mapped by KM & visit to the 

Arrol Works in Dalmarnock.  
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ADMINISTRATION 

5.0 Financial Report  

5.1 LH tabled the accounts, which showed no change from the previous statement. 

Our bank account remains at £335.79 

 

SEAFIELD HOUSE 

6.0 Update on Econstruct/WPH Submission of Planning Application 

6.1 LH confirmed BW willing to speak with PL at Regulatory Panel Meeting of 14 

November. PL set out additions needed to his draft speaking notes. LH to update and 

once agreed by PL & BW to circulate to Committee for comment in advance of the 

meeting. All Committee encouraged to attend. The Agenda had been circulated and a 

copy hand delivered to JMcC. 

6.2 PL noted that he understood from Bill Grant MP that he would be speaking at 

Panel [N.B. This will now be as a former MP and his speech to Panel will have to 

reflect his Neutral Response]. 

  

7.0 PLANNING FOR 2020 ARROL ANNIVERSARY 

7.1 KM spoke to her further research [see attached] focusing on 2020 landmark dates 

for Sir William Arrol (SWA) & Seafield House (SH). KM suggested the following 

dates in 1890 would be best: 

 

4 March opening of Forth Bridge 

12 May commissioning of Bedford Lemare photographs of SH interiors 

 

7.2 KM suggested we explore with Elspeth Wills [Author “The Briggers: The Story of 

the Men Who Built the Forth Bridge”], Forth Bridges Forum and Heriot Watt 

University their plans for commemorating the 130th anniversary of the Forth Bridge 

opening and with Historic Environment Scotland whether a set of original prints could 

be loaned for exhibition in Ayr. LH to write to all as above and to SAC asking if 

Rozelle House has space for an exhibition of the Bedford Lemare photographs next 

year – May preferred. 

7.3 KM interested to know if South Ayrshire Council (SAC) collection contains any 

paintings purchased from SH sale. LH to check. KM further suggested a future 

exhibition featuring large scale outputs of the Bedford Lemare SH photographs on 

fabric with the original paintings overhung as if in situ.   

7.4 PL thanked KM for her research including sourcing a copy of “No Time for Tears 

(1958) film made in part at SH. KM noted that film proceeds were used in part for 

fundraising including an award for nurses. 

 

8.0 CORRESPONDENCE 
8.1 LH noted letter & map of 15 October from Paul Travers of Scottish Fire & Rescue 

Service (Water Planning) to PL on fire hydrants at SH. RC commented that hydrant coverage 

does not include the rear section of the building. LH to draft further letter from PL to ask 

about hydrant coverage of this area, which also includes a section of Arrol Park.  

 

9.0 AOCB 

9.1 There was no AOCB. 
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Robin Ghosh joined the meeting at 11:05. 

 

Return to Item 6.0 Update on Econstruct/WPH Submission of Planning 

Application (6A) 

6A1.1 PL welcomed RG to the meeting and asked him for an update on SH planning 

application. RG apologised for his late arrival. He said that there had been consistent 

dialogue with SAC planners. He noted approval of the Listed Building Consent 

(LBC), saying that the conditions are fair. He noted the recommendation to SAC 

Regulatory Panel (Planning) for approval with conditions, saying that it is the one we 

all had hoped for. 

6A1.2 RG said that the stage 1 building warrant application has been lodged for the 1st 

phase of the new build development. SAC Building Development Officer Hugh 

Talbot is now dealing with the application. The stage 2 application for the SH 

apartments to completion will be lodged next week. Stage 1 already lodged.  

6A1.3 RG outlined reasoning for splitting the building warrant applications in two 

and confirmed works will start early in the New Year.   

6A1.4 PL asked about how the two companies will work together. RG confirmed that 

they had made a single planning application and two separate building warrant 

applications to reflect Westpoint Homes working on the new builds and Econstruct on 

SH.  

6A1.5 RG said that SH is in remarkable condition. He set out in detail test dig results 

and measures that will be taken to address surface water drainage. Given there is no 

room for a Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) pond, discussions continue with 

SEPA & Scottish Water on alternatives. RG spoke of the systematic & thorough 

approach that he & colleagues are taking in discussions to find the most cost-effective 

solutions. 

6A1.6 PL said that he & BW would speak at Regulatory Panel and that his speech 

would include a request for FoSH condition on tying in completion of the last five 

new builds to SH being fitted out internally and totally ready for sale. This had been 

suggested in our letter of 19 April, but not included in officer’s conditions. 

6A1.7 RG spoke of discussions with SAC planners on the tree belt. PL suggested it 

would be helpful to have numbers for tree removal & planting and to stress the effect 

on the tree belt of self-seeding and lack of maintenance over many years. LH 

suggested it would be helpful to set out that new trees are not being planted as whips. 

RG agreed it would be helpful to have all the numbers. 

6A1.8 PL asked about social housing & play area not being included in the plans. RG 

said that social housing was not required as new builds enable restoration of SH. Lack 

of a play area also accepted given Old Racecourse across the road from the 

development. 

6A1.9 RH set out discussions with SAC Environmental Health on noise reduction 

mitigation measures. Initial requirement for fence on top of wall has been dropped. 

Some additional noise reduction mitigation measures are still being required.  

6A1.10 PL reiterated FoSH request to meet WPH directors. RG confirmed that WPH 

Director David Mawhinney will be at Regulatory Panel. PL said that it would be good 

to meet after Panel. RG agreed. 

6A1.11 SP asked if objections had in the main been on tree removal. RG said that 

many of the 11 objections had been on the tree belt. LH mentioned objections on 

overlooking, saying that the bungalows in Arrol Drive were mostly now two storey, 

which went against objections from adjoining residents about the new builds being 
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two not one storey. RG said that the new builds met the 18 metre separation standard, 

window to window. 

6A1.12 LH mentioned Kyle & Carrick Civic Society (KCCS)’s support letter that had 

been submitted in May but not unloaded to the planning portal, possibly because the 

officer who was dealing with the application left the Council. SP said that she had 

taken a copy into the Planning Department this week and was assured that the letter 

would be uploaded to both LBC and planning application pages. RG said that it would 

be good to be able to refer to KCCS support. LH to check upload. 

6A1.13 PL asked about community council response. RG said that he had spoken to 

meetings of Fort Seafield & Wallacetown Community Council and Alloway & 

Doonfoot Community Council. LH expressed surprise at the lack of response from 

Fort Seafield & Wallacetown Community Council, as noted in the Panel Report. 

6A1.14 RG spoke of his concern that Regulatory Panel defers its decision by deciding 

on a site visit, which would delay decision until its December meeting. He said that he 

thought the Panel had sufficient information to go with the recommendation for 

approval with conditions.  

6A1.15 PL thanked RG for his update. 

 

The meeting closed at 11.35am. 

 

 

 

Action Points: 

 

4.1 LH to write to Professor McGuigan at Heriot Watt University proposing a date in March 

2020 for our visit to the Arrol Collection at the ICE Scotland Museum. 

4.1 LH to add new heading “Visits” to our Agendas. 

7.2 LH to check with Elspeth Wills, Forth Bridges Forum & HWU plans for 130th 

anniversary; HES on loan of Bedford Lemare photographs; & SAC on whether it 

owns any SWA paintings & if exhibition at Rozelle House is possible next year. 

8.1 LH to draft further letter from PL to Paul Travers. 

 

A1.12 LH to check that KCCS letter of support is uploaded 


