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SIXTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
FRIENDS OF SEAFIELD HOUSE  

Thursday 30 May 2019, 5pm : Savoy Park Hotel, Ayr 
 
REPORT FROM THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE ON THE LAST YEAR’S ACTIVITIES  
 
1.0 Background to 2019 AGM 

 
1.1 This sixth FoSH AGM covers the period 1 April 2018 to 31 March 2019. Our first AGM 
was held on Saturday 17 May 2014; our second AGM on Tuesday 19 May 2015, our third 
AGM on Monday 23 May 2016, our fourth AGM on Monday 15 May 2017, and our fifth AGM 
on Monday 14 May, all at the Ellisland House Hotel. 
 
1.2 FoSH began its active campaigning following the decision at the Steering Group Meeting 
of 15 October 2012 to establish the Friends of Seafield House (FoSH). The Steering Group 
Meeting was held at the Savoy Park Hotel in Ayr. 
 
1.3 FoSH’s formal establishment was by certified founding deed as an unincorporated 
voluntary body on 25 March 2013.  
 
 
2.0 Activity in the year to 31 March 2019 
 
2.1 Communications with econstruct The main focus of our activity this year has 
continued to be maintaining contact with Robin Ghosh (RG), Director, econstruct design and 
build.  
 
2.1.1 Robin Ghosh made a presentation to the FoSH Committee on 28 February 2019 on 
the scheme that econstruct and its joint venture partner Westpoint Homes planned to submit 
to South Ayrshire Council for Full Planning Permission & Listed Building Consent. The 
application remains for 27 houses and 10 apartments in Seafield House. The application for 
Planning Permission was made on 19 March and for LBC on 22 March 2019.  
 
2.1.2 Our support comment on the applications, which includes two planning conditions, is 
as follows: 
 
“Friends of Seafield House supports this and the allied application 19/00269/LBC. Our 
support is dependent on two conditions being incorporated into any consent that might be 
granted… The first condition is that Seafield House must be structurally repaired and 
rendered properly and permanently wind and weathertight prior to completion of the first 
phase of the development.  
 
For the sake of clarity, our understanding of this is that the following works will be carried 
out: 
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i) new conservation standard roof - reslated, releaded and weather tight   
ii) new conservation standard windows and external doors fitted to all external openings 
iii) completion of all internal and external structural and masonry repairs 
iv) completion of repairs to all external ironwork 
v) overhaul and renewal of all rainwater goods and drains 
vi) completion of all external decorations 
vii) scaffolding removed 
 
Again, for the sake of clarity, our understanding of completion of the first phase of the 
development is as follows:  
 
completion of the first 16 new-build homes to a stage whereby they can be marketed. 
 
The second condition is that all the Seafield house apartments are fitted out internally and 
totally ready for sale complete with local authority completion certificates prior to works on 
the last 5 new- build houses being commenced. 
 
 
We welcome the fact that all materials that can be salvaged from Seafield House will be 
retained and, where possible, reused. 
 
We support a relaxation of the blanket Tree Preservation Order, as we accept that the tree 
belt needs to be thinned, having self-seeded and had little maintenance over the years. We 
welcome the new planting within the landscape design, including pockets of amenity trees 
and that most of the species trees that are located at the front of Seafield House – many 
planted by doctors – will be retained. 
 
We are pleased that the landscape design aims to reflect Sir William Arrol’s bridge building 
and Seafield House’s role as a hospital and that in front of the house there will be a Sir 
William Arrol Memorial Garden, designed in part with Heriot Watt University. We are also 
pleased that the area immediately in front of the house is to be designed as an historic 
ornamental garden - the area references Sir William Arrol’s original garden plan – and that a 
wild flower meadow with two sculptures has been designed for the rear of the house. 
 
Friends of Seafield House confirms its support for the application with the two absolute 
conditions as set out above.” * 
 
2.1.3 We have continued to correspond with individuals and organisations over the year and 
responded to comments and memories posted on our website.  
 
2.5 We have continued to use our website and social media - Facebook + Twitter - in the 
wider communication of our campaign. 
 
 
Patrick Lorimer, FoSH Chair 
31 March 2019 
 
 
*FoSH submission in support of the Planning permission application  & LBC submission 
 
For the reports from the management committee that were presented to our 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th & 
5th AGMs and further background on the content of this year’s report, please visit our 
website www.friends-of-seafield-house.org.uk 
 
Contact: info@friends-of-seafield-house.org.uk 

https://publicaccess.south-ayrshire.gov.uk/online-applications/files/44E36529ADE1D2BB2C1C04D6F0DCD8D9/pdf/19_00255_APPM-Mr_Patrick_Lorimer__FoSH_Chair-c_o_4_Eglinton_Terrace_Ayr-Supports_FULL_-721216.pdf
https://publicaccess.south-ayrshire.gov.uk/online-applications/files/D477E4E161E7606C1C761AA37DB7164C/pdf/19_00269_LBC-Mr_Patrick_Lorimer__FoSH_Chair-c_o_4_Eglinton_Terrace_Ayr-Supports_FULL_-721217.pdf
http://www.friends-of-seafield-house.org.uk/

