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MINUTES of the NINETEENTH MEETING 

Friends of Seafield House Committee 
 

THURSDAY 15 January 2015, 10.30 am 
Loudoun Hall, Boat Vennel, AYR 

 
PRESENT 
Rob Close (RC), Chair 
Lianne Hackett (LH), Secretary 
Fiona Walker (FW), Vice Chair/Committee Member 
Brian Williamson (BW), Committee Member 
 
APOLOGIES 
Kirsty Menzies (KM), Committee Member (Website & Social Media) 
Ann Mott (AM), Hon Secretary and Founding Friends Liaison 
Rosemary Paterson (RP), Seafield Co-ordinator/Committee Member 
Dr John McClure (JM), Co-opted Committee Member 
Patrick Lorimer (PL), Architectural Advisor 
 
FORMALITIES 

1.0 Welcome 

1.1 The meeting was opened with a welcome from the chair. 
1.2 Apologies were noted as above. 
 

2.0 Date of Next Meeting 

2.1 This was agreed as Thursday 26 February 2015, at 10.30 am.  The 
venue was agreed as Loudoun Hall, Boat Vennel, Ayr. 
 
2.2 The date of the Annual General Meeting was agreed as Saturday 9th 
May 2015.  The venue to be the Savoy Park Hotel or, if unavailable, the 
Glenpark Hotel, both Racecourse Road, Ayr. 
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3.0 Minutes of Last Meeting 

3.1 The minutes of the eighteenth meeting, 13 November 2014, were 
approved. 
 

4.0 Matters Arising 

4.1 Plans of Seafield [10.4] BW and PL had visited Ayrshire Archives on 
Tuesday 11 November.  They had made photographic copies of all the plans 
in the recently deposited collection.  Most were of academic interest only, but 
some revealed how rooms within the building were used.  Some of these 
uses, and others, were confirmed by JM. 
 
 
 
 
ADMINISTRATION 
 

5.0 Financial Report [6.0] 

5.1 Present balance in the bank is £300.82.  The major income since last 
meeting has been from the renewal of memberships. 
 
SEAFIELD HOUSE 
 

6.0 Econstruct design & build [6.1] 

6.1 Meeting with Robin Ghosh, Econstruct [6.1].  LH tabled draft notes on 
this meeting, which were generally approved, and will be circulated for further 
comment, before being forwarded to Robin Ghosh for comment and approval. 
 
6.2 Seafield Lodge (6.4).  LH has written to Ayrshire & Arran Health Board, 
seeking clarification of the present long-term plans for the Lodge, and for 
Arrol Park [See Minutes 17, 8.1].  FoSH regards the future development of 
the Arrol Park site, and the preservation of the Lodge, as important to the 
success of the Seafield project. 
 
6.3 Area Acquired (6.5).  LH was asked to obtain from Econstruct a plan of 
the area acquired. 
 
6.4 Acquisition Cost.  It was noted that there is a considerable discrepancy 
between the sale price inferred by the Health Board, and their advisers, and 
that we understand to have been paid by Econstruct.  It was agreed to seek 
clarification from the Health Board of the price paid, using Freedom of 
Information channels if necessary. 
 
6.5 Remedial Work.  It was noted that Robin Ghosh had identified a 
number of initial remedial works to be done by Christmas 2014.  The work 
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had partially been carried out in January 2015, but important processes such 
as gutter cleaning had not, to date, been done.   Furthermore, RP had 
reported on 9 January 2015 damage to the boundary fencing, and to the 
boarding of doors and windows.  This had, finally, been largely repaired, 
though as of 14 January 2015, one window remained unboarded.  It was 
agreed to draw Robin Ghosh’s attention to these matters. 
[It was noted later on 15 January that most of the initial remedial works had 
been completed] 
 
 
CAMPAIGN PROMOTION 

7.0 Future Exhibitions [Minutes 17, 10.0] 

7.1 To date, no reply has been received from Rozelle (South Ayrshire 
Museums) with regard to a focused FoSH exhibition + events to mark 125th 
Anniversary of the opening of the Forth Bridge (4 March – just prior to 
National Science and Engineering Week, the theme of which is not 
appropriate for FoSH involvement in 2015).   It was agreed to see whether 
something similar could be arranged with Paisley Museum and Art Gallery.   It 
was noted, for instance, that the Meccano models successful shown at Rozelle 
in 2014 could, this year, be shown at Paisley. 
 
7.2 Archival Material.  BW has located, and circulated, various references 
to Sir William Arrol found in various online newspaper archives. It was agreed 
to draw these together in part by way of the FoSH Seafield House/SWA 
Timeline and via routes such as the online Dictionary of National Biography & 
Wikipedia. BW to consult KM on the technicalities of DNB & Wikipedia entries. 
 
7.3 An article on Seafield, and its sale to Econstruct, had appeared in the 
Winter 2014 Newsletter of SAVE Britain’s Heritage. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 11.30 a.m. 
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