
 

FoSH25, 24 March 2016 

MINUTES of the TWENTY-SIXTH MEETING 

Friends of Seafield House Committee 

 

Thursday, 28 April 2016, 11.30 am 

Sir William Arrol Boardroom, 6 Alloway Place, AYR KA7 2AA 

 

PRESENT 

Patrick Lorimer (PL), Chair 

Fiona Walker (FW), Vice Chair 

Lianne Hackett (LH), Secretary & Acting Treasurer 

Brian Williamson (BW), Committee Member 

 

APOLOGIES 

Rob Close (RC), Committee Member 

Dr John McClure (JM), Committee Member 

Kirsty Menzies (KM), Committee Member (Website & Social Media) 

Rosemary Paterson (RP), Seafield Co-ordinator/Committee Member 

 

 

FORMALITIES 

 

1.0 Welcome & Apologies 

1.1 PL welcomed those present and apologies were presented as above. 

 

2.0 Date of Next Meeting 

2.1 This was agreed as Monday 23 May 2016, at 5.30pm in advance of our 3
rd

 AGM, 

which takes place at 6p.m.  The venue was agreed as the Ellisland House Hotel. 

 

3.0 Minutes of Last Meeting 

2.1 The minutes of the twentieth-fifth meeting, Thursday 24 March 2015, were approved. 

(PL proposed; FW seconded) 

 

4.0 Matters Arising 

4.1 Wikipedia [4.1]. LH gave further apologies; she will call KM to ascertain 

present position. 

4.2 The date of the AGM [4.4] was now confirmed as 23 May 2016 at 6 p.m. with 

the venue being once again the Ellisland House Hotel. LH & KM would post the full 

details on our website & Facebook page and add into our Twitter feed, together with 

membership information. LH would circulate to FoSH Friends, Members and 

Supporters by post and email. She will also leaflet the properties in the Seafield area 

that back onto Seafield House (SH). BW asked whether we could include in the 

presentation following the AGM the drawings that KM had viewed recently at the 
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National Records of Scotland (NRS). LH said that she would ask KM to bring the 

material and if BW could have sight of the drawings soonest possible. 

4.3 Correspondence [8.1] LH confirmed that she had emailed Henrietta Billings, the 

incoming SAVE Director, & would call in due course to fully introduce FoSH & 

update her on our campaign. 

 

ADMINISTRATION 

5.0 Financial Report  

5.1 Balance in the bank is £154.94.   

5.2 LH to write to Robin Ghosh (RG) of econstruct to ask if econstruct would 

become a Corporate Member of FoSH. 

 

SEAFIELD HOUSE 

6.0  Briefing on Meeting with econstruct of 7.4.16 

6.1 The note of the meeting with RG was agreed as making a full summary of the 

discussion. It was agreed to seek RG’s agreement to circulate the note to SAVE 

Britain’s Heritage & Members of the Seafield Viability Group.  

6.2  There was discussion on how profitable the development could be for 

econstruct, given the cost of restoring Seafield House versus income from the sale of 

apartments and new builds.  

6.3 It was agreed that our central focus will be to explore ways of ensuring that 

econstruct cannot develop the new builds in the grounds without first/simultaneously 

restoring SH. Discussion then ensued on how SH could be made a special case in that 

regard. It was agreed to explore ways in which to lobby for planning permission to be 

granted on a whole site basis. Unlike Coodham House & Dunlop House, SH new 

builds are not an enabling development where permission to build is tied to 

restoration of the core listed building.   

6.4  There was discussion of the possibility of SH site being designated as a green 

space.  

6.5 PL will contact South Ayrshire Council (SAC) Planners Austin Cooke & 

Catherine Parish to seek their view on econstruct’s slow progress, ask what they can 

do to galvanise action and highlight the need to tidy the site. 

 

7.0 Core Purpose for FoSH in Going Forward 

7.1 It was agreed with PL that there is no doubt over our core purpose, which is to 

SAVE Seafield House. 

7.2  BW highlighted recent FoSH exhibition material [currently on display in the 

SWA Boardroom] saying that we look more like Friends of Sir William Arrol. He 

suggested we refocus on saving SH.  

7.3 PL suggested that we should tempt RC, FoSH’s former Chair, to write a book on 

SH. LH noted that RC had begun on such a publication. It was agreed that a book on 

SH would achieve a twin core purpose in going forward: to SAVE Seafield House; 

and to highlight the achievements and legacy of Sir William Arrol.  

7.4 BW suggested we explore ways to create a staged sense of how SH looked in 

SWA’s day, saying that we know the artworks that were on the walls and the music 

that was played. He suggested a film or other creative way in which to recreate the 

house in its heyday. This could be screened and/or accessed via smart phone app or 

QR (quick response) code. LH suggested we approach Stu Little of That Image Rokz 

who had given permission to show his drone video of SH in our Scottish Parliament 

exhibition in January. It was agreed to approach him. 
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7.5  Doors Open Day in September was discussed as a possible time to launch a 

film and/or book on SH.  

 

8.0 Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

8.1  LH reported that the requisite notice had been given by email and mail for the 

AGM and papers prepared. She would deliver all required documents to the Examiner 

next day (29 April) and circulate the papers to the Committee once the Examiner had 

signed off the accounts.   

  

9.0 Correspondence 

9.1 LH noted correspondence via the website from Sam Cotton who wished to 

access the SH site, possibly for a film project, saying that she had passed on the 

request to RG. LH said that the Memories section of the website is used regularly, 

with KM & LH liaising on the FoSH response. 

  

10.0  A.O.C.B. 

10.1 FW raised a query from Sheena Andrew of Kyle & Carrick Civic Society 

(KCCS) about the lack of progress at SH and whether it would be helpful if KCCS 

were to write to RG. PL said that he thought it a good idea. BW noted that a number 

of people had asked him what is happening at SH. LH suggested we write to Sheila 

Penny, who is our point of contact at KCCS. It was agreed that LH would assist FW 

in writing to KCCS confirming that FoSH thinks it a good idea for KCCS to write to 

RG. 

 

The meeting closed at 1.05 p.m. 

 

 

 

ACTION POINTS 

 

LH Contact KM re Wikipedia 

Follow-up work on membership renewals and call for new members 

Follow-up work on AGM 

Ask KM if BW can have sight of SH drawings soonest possible 

Email RG to seek agreement on circulating meeting note  

Write to RG to ask if econstruct will become FoSH Corporate Member 

Contact SAVE re ways of getting developer moving 

Contact Stu Little of That Image Rokz re possible SH film 

 

PL Contact SAC Planners  

 

FW Write to KCCS – LH to assist 

 

 


