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MINUTES of the FOURTH MEETING 

Friends of Seafield House Committee 
 

WEDNESDAY 6 FEBRUARY 2013, 10.00 am 
9 Wellpark, ALLOWAY KA7 4QD 

 

PRESENT 

Rob Close (RC), Chair 

Lianne Hackett (LH), Secretary & Acting Treasurer 
Fiona Walker (FW), Vice Chair/Committee Member 

Rosemary Paterson (RP), Seafield Co-ordinator/Committee Member 
Brian Williamson (BW), Co-opted Member 
Kirsty Menzies (KM), Committee Member (Website & Social Media) 

 
APOLOGIES 

Ann Mott (AM), Hon Secretary and Founding Friends Liaison 
Patrick Lorimer (PL), Architectural Advisor 

 

FORMALITIES 

1.0 Welcome 

1.1 The meeting was opened with a welcome from the chair, and thanks to BW 
for hosting the meeting. 

1.2 Apologies were noted as above. 
 

2.0 Date of Next Meeting 

2.1 This was agreed as Wednesday 6 March 2013, at 10.00 am.  The venue was 
agreed as 9 Wellpark, Alloway. 

 

3.0 Minutes of Last Meeting 

3.1 The minutes of the previous meeting, 9 January 2013, were approved. 
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4.0 Matters Arising Therefrom 

4.1 It was noted that the report on the public meeting on 1 December 2012 had 

been finalised and circulated by LH.  [5.2, 5.3] 
 

ADMINISTRATION 

 

5.0 FoSH as Unincorporated Association [4.0] 

5.1 It was reported that a revised draft Founding Article was under preparation 
by John Walker (Kilpatrick & Walker)(JW), to which the names of the agreed 

signatories are to be added.  LH had written to JW (04:01:13) seeking confirmation 
(a) that the work on the Founding Article was without charge, and (b) that no future 

work would be undertaken without the formal approval of the Committee. 
 

6.0 Appointment of Treasurer [7.0] 

6.1 It is agreed that LH should continue as Acting Treasurer. 
 

7.0 Financial Report [8.0] 

7.1 LH reported that income to date was £1265, of which £150 is a loan from PL.  

Expenditure to date is £499.46 of which SAVE Britain’s Heritage had contributed 
£150 (expenses Steering Group meeting). 
 

8.0 Kyle and Carrick Civic Society [11.1] 

8.1 RC and FW reported on a donation of £500 from KCCS, which had been 

handed over in a brief ceremony at Seafield House.   RC had thanked Michael 
Hitchon and Sheila Penny of KCCS by email, and it was agreed that he would send a 

formal letter of thanks. 
 

SEAFIELD HOUSE 

 

9.0 NTS Proposal for Seafield House [6.0] 

9.1 It was reported that no response had yet been received from Siân Loftus at 
NTS to the letter from PL.  It was agreed by the Committee that the ‘Homes for 

Heroes’ suggestion represents the best long-term option for the house, and that all 
that can be done, should be done to bring the NTS and Scottish Veterans Garden 
Village Association on board. 

 

10.0 NHS Ayrshire & Arran Viability Assessment 

10.1 It was reported that one conservation architect who had advised FoSH that 
he had been asked to tender for the work, had not heard from NHS Ayrshire & Arran 
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& deemed that he had been unsuccessful.  He would seek information on the 
successful tenderers: LH to liaise. 

 

11.0 Fire Report [11.4] 

11.1 It was reported that the Fire Report attributed the fire to ‘person or persons 
unknown’; the seat of the fire being ‘Office B’ (the location of which is not known to 

this Committee). In thanking Councillor Bill Grant for accessing this document, the 
Committee also agreed to seek further information.  It is assumed that, it having 
been a suspicious fire, there will be a police incident report. LH to liaise. 

 

12.0 Information Board [9.2, 9.3, 9.4] 

12.1  BW reported on progress on the board.  Text had been prepared and 
circulated, and images sourced, and permissions acquired.  Artwork & production 
would be carried out this week, and a matt version made for the exhibition in the 

library [13, below] 
12.2 Holding replies to our letters seeking permission to erect a lectern-style 

information board at Seafield had been received from the chief executives of 
Ayrshire & Arran Health Board (John Burns) and South Ayrshire Council [SAC] (David 

Anderson). 
12.2 It was agreed that, when finalised, images of the proposed lectern display be 
forwarded to Messrs Burns and Anderson, to illustrate the essential neutral nature of 

the letter-press. LH to send on behalf of Chair. 
 

CAMPAIGN PROMOTION 

 

13.0 Carnegie Library Exhibition [9.6] 

13.1 It was reported that the display cabinets in Ayr Carnegie Library Foyer had 
been booked for the fortnight, 11 to 23 February 2013.  The cabinets had been 

measured by LH and dimensions circulated. 
13.2 Content had been prepared and assembled by BW and LH.  The centre-piece 

would be a matt version of the proposed lectern display.  This would be sourced by 
BW from Owen Kerr, and collected by LH. 

13.3 It was agreed to acquire a 6’ by 3’ promotional banner for the front railings of 
the library.  Expenditure of £50 on this was approved by the Committee. 
13.4 It was agreed that LH would assemble the display on 11 February. 

13.5 A press release had been issued to local press and media.  KM would 
advertise the event on our social media sites. 

13.6 It was agreed that a further photocall should be arranged during the course 
of the exhibition, again for press and promotional purposes.  [See also 14.2] 
 

14.0 National Science and Engineering Week 

14.1 It was reported that, as part of the above, Rozelle House was holding 

exhibitions and demonstrations (on beetles) over the weekend 16, 17 March.  They 
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had been contacted by LH, and Anne Bontke at Rozelle had agreed to incorporate a 
display on Sir William Arrol [SWA].  It was agreed that this could be the material 

from the Carnegie Library display, with any additional material that can be sourced 
before mid-March. 

14.2 There was some discussion of the suggestion that we re-stage the 
demonstration of the cantilever method.  It was noted that it was more technically 

demanding than had been thought.  KM reported on a demonstration, using school 
children, which had featured in an exhibition on Sir Benjamin Baker.  It was agreed 
to seek authority to use this image at the exhibition at Rozelle. 

14.3 It was suggested that re-staging the demonstration with, for instance, Kirsty 
Wark and Kirsty Hume, would attract worthwhile publicity, while it was also agreed 

that BW should contact Paul Davidson, an associate of Sir Tom Hunter. 
 

FEBRUARY 2013 CENTENARY COMMEMORATION 

 

15.0 Seafield  [9.4] 

15.1 After discussion, it was agreed that, if feasible, we should attempt to 
illuminate the tower of Seafield House with an image of the Forth Bridge.  It was 

agreed that the ideal time to do this would be the evening/night of Sunday 17 
February, enabling press material to be issued for use on 20 February.  It was 
remitted to LH and BW to liaise with their contacts to ascertain whether the 

equipment required (flat bed truck, generator, GOBO light, &c) could be assembled.  
It was agreed to ask Alberth MG of Elgato if he would take photographs of the 

occasion. 
 

16.0 Woodside Cemetery, Paisley 

16.1 It was agreed that FoSH lay a wreath at SWA’s grave in Woodside Cemetery, 
Paisley on 20 February.  LH offered to source a wreath from Hollow Park Florists, Ayr 

as this could be purchased using a voucher she had in hand:  suitable colours were 
discussed and an image of a tartan designed by SWA circulated by KM. 

12.2 It was agreed that LH circulate the appropriate press and media outlets, 
including the Paisley Daily Express.  It was suggested that The Herald might travel 

that far from Glasgow. 
 

17.0 Holyrood, Edinburgh 

17.1 The motion on Seafield and the public duty of care to historic buildings lodged 
by Chic Brodie MSP at the Scottish Parliament was reported to have ‘fallen’, but LH 

reported that this is a technicality & the motion will go forward for debate on 20 
February.  It was agreed to continue with the visit to Edinburgh, in the expectation 
that the debate will occur, and for the reception thereafter in Queensberry House.  

With regard to this, LH had been in touch with Yale University Press, and it was 
hoped that they could attend, to promote their books on Scottish buildings to MSPs 

and others.  It was remitted to LH to continue to liaise about this event, and to 
circulate Scottish Civic Trust, Architectural Heritage Society of Scotland, Cockburn 
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Trust (Edinburgh), &c., with details of the debate and reception, and encourage 
them to attend the debate. 

 

18.0 House-keeping 

18.1 It was reported that LH, BW, RC and probably PL would attend all three 
events; KM joining the party at Paisley.  BW volunteered to drive, and this was 

gratefully accepted by the Committee. 
18.2 A timetable was agreed as follows:  Gathering at Carnegie Library, 11.00 am 
(with photocall: see 13.6); Wreath Laying at Woodside Cemetery, 2.00 pm; Scottish 

Parliament Members Business Debate (Chic Brodie MSP debate on motion S4M-
05003), Edinburgh 4.30 pm for 5.05pm start; Reception, 6-8pm. 

 

19.0 Additional Publicity 

19.1 It was agreed that LH contact Pauline McLean, BBC Scotland, to seek mention 

of the centenary during the day on BBC news outlets. 
 

NEW FORTH CROSSING 

 

20.0 Name the Bridge Competition [10.1] 

20.1 LH had written to Margaret Toner, SAC.  She had followed this up with an e-
flyer that had been circulated to schools in South Ayrshire & a further email to 

ascertain whether any schools had become involved (reply awaited). 
 

20.2 RP asked whether we should consider a painting or drawing competition for 
school children.  It was agreed to discuss this further at the next meeting. 

 

WORLD HERITAGE NOMINATION 

 

21.0 Government Consultation 

21.1 A letter to the appointed consultant James Rebanks (community engagement) 

had been sent from the Chair (copy to the appropriate Cabinet Secretary, Fiona 
Hyslop) but no reply had been received to date. 

21.2 Miles Oglethorpe, Historic Scotland had replied by email as a result of the 
copy letter to the Cabinet Secretary. His brief includes the World Heritage 
Nomination.  He seems keen to involve Seafield, and LH agreed to provide him with 

details of the present position. 
 

ONLINE PRESENCE 
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22.0 Website & Social Media Strategy [11.5] 

22.1 It was agreed that KM and BW should liaise on this, and that the subject 

would be discussed fully at the first meeting after that arranged for 6 March. 
 

EPHEMERA and INFORMATION 

 

23.0 Ephemera 

23.1 A glass paperweight, made by Burns Crystal. Mauchline, showing the house, 
with the words ‘Seafield Children’s Hospital’ had been kindly loaned by Dr Douglas 

Brown, and was shown to the committee.  It will form part of the Carnegie Library 
display. LH to liaise. 

 

24.0 Sir William Arrol Cup 

24.1 It was confirmed that this cup remains in, and is still played for, at Prestwick 

St Nicholas Golf Club.  In the first instance, RC’s contact there will endeavour to 
source a photograph. 

 

25.0 Arrol-Johnston Cars 

25.1 KM raised SWA’s association with this pioneer firm & this was noted.  It is 
understood that there is a BBC documentary on the subject. 
 

26.0 North Bridge, Edinburgh 

26.1 It was reported that this structure is by SWA.  [Gifford, McWilliam & Walker, 

Buildings of Scotland: Edinburgh, 1984, pp 284-5:  “North Bridge.  The present 
bridge, like the reconstruction of Waverley Station, was designed by Cunningham, 
Blyth & Westland, 1894-7.  …  from end to end, it achieves an even gradient 
between High Street and Princes Street with three wide spans, each of six arched 
iron girders (made by William Arrol & Co.) on masonry piers.”] 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 
27.0 

27.1 A letter from a Mr R.H. Ireland had been received, via Dr Nina Baker.  It was 
agreed that the Secretary contact him, and encourage him to join the campaign. 
 

The meeting closed at 12.00 noon. 
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